
 

July 2017 Newsletter 
2017 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

July 8th- Club meeting. All about deciduous trees. 

August 12th- Club meeting. Sun, water and soil, 

how they work together. 

Sept. 9th- Club meeting. Bonsai Smith’s workshop. 

Oct. 6th- FRIDAY 7 PM! LSBF speaker. 

Oct. 14th- Club meeting. Changed to Friday the 6th 

because of the LSBF visiting speaker. 

Oct. 28-29th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival and 

BOD meeting. 

Nov. 11th- Club meeting. Wiring. 

Dec. 9th- Club meeting. Christmas Party. 

 
 

 
The club’s annual Exhibition was a great success! 

Steven’s semi-cascade Cedar Elm won this year’s 

Member’s Choice Award. Congratulations, Steven! 

 

 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 

Happy Independence Day to all my fellow bonsai 

enthusiasts.  

 Well summer is certainly here and the trees 

will need to be protected from the 100 degree 

temperatures. I will usually find all shade or mostly 

all shade for my trees to protect the tree and mostly 

the pots away from direct sunlight. I think Mark 

Bynum took some temperature readings a few years 

back when the temperature was 100 degrees. Mark 

can correct me if I’m wrong but I think the bench the 

trees sat on registered over 108 and the  pot registered 

over 105 so that is not good for your trees. Personally 

I usually will put a piece of burlap or an old rag 

around the pot to protect from any direct sunlight. I 

think I have lost more trees in the summer heat than 

in the winter in Texas. So don’t forget to protect your 

trees. Also; most members who can will mist or 

lightly water the trees in the late afternoon to cool 

them down. Not to water them but just to keep the 

area cool. 

 Our Saturday meetings have been well 

attended and I’m encourage at the new membership 

we have had attending our meetings. Thank you all 

for coming and for joining the FWBS. I look forward 

to getting to know you better.  

 I hope everyone enjoyed the Bonsai Smith 

workshop during our July meeting. Thanks to Sylvia 

for taking over the entire workshop since Howard 

was sick. Hope you’re feeling better Howard but you 

better be careful because I’m not sure Sylvia will 

need your help as she managed to get to everyone and 

had some great advice for all the FWBS members. 

 As I mentioned in our last meeting we were 

in need of a new Secretary for our club. Thank you 

again to Cora Ward for volunteering as our secretary. 

And I am pleased to announce that one of our other 

newer members has graciously volunteered to take 

over for Cora. So I would now like to introduce you 

to our newest board member and Secretary Ni 

Guttenfelder.  As I have mentioned before it’s like 

your homeowners association if you show up enough 

you will probably end up as a board member. 

 So congratulations to Ni and thank you for 

stepping up to serve as our secretary.  

  

 



 Please make plans to attend our July meeting. 

I’m interested to learn more about deciduous trees for 

bonsai.  

 I hope to see you all at our upcoming events.  

 Don’t forget to check our website for updates 

and news. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

Thanks,  

Dan  

 

July Program: Spotlight on 

Deciduous Trees. 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 

Our next meeting is on Saturday July 8th at 

9AM. The program will be on deciduous trees. (i.e. 

trees that drop their leaves and go dormant in the 

winter.) All members are invited to bring  trees for 

Show & Tell to share their experiences with design 

and care of deciduous bonsai. (You are always 

welcome to bring any bonsai that you would like to 

get help with, whether it is part of the program or 

not..)  
 

Fort Worth Bonsai Exhibit 
People’s Choice and Member’s 

Choice Results- 
By Mark Bynum 
  

We exhibited 21 trees and 1 suiseki. 
 

Peoples' Choice (140 ballots):  

1st =Wood Apple, Ron A. 

2nd =Semi-cascade Cedar Elm, Steven H. 

3rd =One-Seed Juniper, Mark B. 

4th =Ficus, FWBS. 

5th =Flowering Azalea, Mark B. 
 

Members' Choice (12 ballots):  

1st =Semi-cascade Cedar Elm, Steven H. 

2nd =One-Seed Juniper, Mark B. 

3rd =Cork Bark Elm, Dan L. 

 Thank you to everyone who came to help and 

brought trees for the exhibit. The show could not 

happen without all of your hard work.  

 

 
Ron’s Wood Apple won 1st place in the People’s 

Choice voting. 

 

 
Steven’s cascade Cedar Elm took 1st Place in the 

Members’ Choice. 

 

 

 
Mark’s One-Seed Juniper won 2nd Place in the 

Member’s Choice voting. 

 

 



 
Dan’s Cork Bark Elm came in 3rd Place in the 

Member’s Choice contest. 

 

June’s Meeting. 

Workshop with the Smiths.  
 Well,  one Smith was there, Howard was ill, 

so Sylvia was kept busy despensing advice to all the 

members who brought trees for the workshop.  

 

 
Thanks to Sylvia for sharing her knowledge with 

our club members. 

 

 

 
The workshop was well attended and lots of 

comraderie was shared by all. 

 

JULY BONSAI 

By John Miller 

 You need to know the timing of whatever species 

of bonsai you have.  Know when they break dormancy, 

when they set buds for fruit and flowers, how much cold 

the roots can take which is usually a lot less than their 

tops, etc.   For example, some azaleas will be setting buds 

for next year’s flowers during the end of July so a lot of 

pruning should not be done. 

 Going into July and August and usually later you 

will need to keep your bonsai as cool as possible.  That 

means no sun on the pot and soil where the roots are.  

Without going into a lot of detail some considerations you 

will be looking at. 

 

1. Shade cloth.  40% for pines, junipers, tridents.  50% for 

less tough plants.  60% on the west side. 

2. Water schedule.  At 2pm to cool the soil, at sundown to 

cool soil and refresh overnight, morning as necessary.  

This is optimum.  You must adjust that schedule and soil 

mix to work with your schedule.  

3. Soil covering.  Chopped long fiber sphagnum to retain 

moisture also helps keep soil cooler. 

4. Protect from the mean late afternoon sun.  Low 

humidity lets the full force of the heat come thru. 

5. Consider foliage misting especially on junipers.  Many 

species in the wild open stoma at night to take in dew.  

Some broadleaf plants do foliage feeding, usually for 

localized needs in the area of the leaf. 

6. Keep insects under control especially the sucking ones-

mites and scale. 

7. Pot protection.  Shade sides of pot.  Use old cloth, shop 

towels, make boxes to fit.  Some air circulation around the 

pot should be allowed. 

 

 We usually do not fertilize our bonsai enough. 

However during these hot days you need to exercise care.  

Slow release organics are best.  Chemical fertilizers may 

burn roots if the soil temperature (remember the sun 



factor) gets too warm, probably like upper 90s or more, 

be sure to read the label for guidance.  Most 

recommendations are to feed the trees with organic 

fertilizer balls.  Many are available commercially or you 

can make your own, depends on how many bonsai you 

have.  Even with the fertilizer balls I like to give a feeding 

with a liquid fertilizer every other week also.  

 Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The 

spider mite will always be near.  Others to look for are 

scale of various forms, aphids, bagworms, and mealy 

bugs. Preventative medicine is best, spray on a regular 

schedule.  By the time you see signs of bugs, the damage 

is already done, especially from spider mites.  I use the 

organic foliar feed (1 Tablespoon each of fish emulsion, 

liquid kelp, molasses and 5% apple cider vinegar per 

gallon water) applied weekly to control all these.  You can 

use some of the other organic controls or a chemical 

according to label directions.  Read the label directions 

carefully.  Do not apply oil based chemicals to 

buttonwoods.  A hose end sprayer does not work very 

well, its droplets are too large and you have little control 

over where it goes.  Use a pump sprayer with a fine spray 

and cover both top and bottom of leaves, trunks and all 

twigs.  Most controls, whether chemical or organic, must 

be done on a regular schedule for good control.  If you 

wait until you see damage it is usually too late. 

 When checking the results on your plants after 

spraying remember that the spray usually will not remove 

the ‘evidence’ of problems.  The webs will still be there 

after the mites are killed, the shells of the scale will be 

attached to the leaf or stem.  These will have to be 

removed by hand, by a jet of water, or some other way.  A 

soft toothbrush works good on some scale shells.  There 

is no damage from this leftover evidence but it prevents 

you from seeing any new infestation that may occur. 

 Be careful when pruning the spring flowering 

species.  They will set buds for next year’s flowers in the 

fall.  The Kurume azaleas set their buds in July and the 

Satsuki a little later in August.  You need to find out if 

your particular flowering tree blooms on new or old wood 

and when it sets buds so you can keep it in shape and yet 

will not prune next year’s flowers off. 

 Tropicals, buttonwoods, fukien tea, serissa, fig, 

etc., should be repotted during the summer while they are 

growing strong. 

 When the humidity is low I mist my junipers in 

the evening.  I believe the story that in the wild junipers 

open their stomata in the cool of the evening absorbing 

any dew that may occur and close in the heat of the day to 

conserve moisture.  The other species may get a foliage 

spray in the morning. 

 The humidity in summer varies quite a bit but 

when it sticks around for a few days look for fungal 

problems to appear, mildew being the most prevalent.  

Black spot will show up if the foliage stays wet very long.  

Foliage watering in the morning will usually not be a 

problem because it dries pretty quickly.  Treat with 

potassium bicarbonate which you can find at any nursery 

with a decent organic section.  Sodium bicarbonate 

(baking soda) works too but not as well. There are several 

chemical sprays available too. 

 If you use the Boon technique for growing two-

needle JBP pines, now is the time for removing the 

candles, earlier on bigger trees later on smaller ones. 

 

Fused Trunk Bonsai   
By Steven Hendricks 
 

 This is a trick for developing a thick trunk more 

quickly.  Is it cheating?  Yes.  But the Japanese do it as 

well, so what the heck.  I used Ficus retusa because they 

grow so quickly and should fuse much more quickly than 

using a deciduous species.  If it works, I will try it with 

Trident maples.   

  
Figure 1.  Trident Maple Fusion 

 In Figure 1 I have included a photo that I found 

on the internet where they used Tridents.  This will be a 

much larger tree.  Chicken wire was bent into a cone 

shape and each seedling was attached using twist ties.  

This was impractical for a much smaller tree so I needed 

to use tiny nails that could be driven through the seedlings 

and into the underlying cone. 

  

 
               Figure 2.  Balsa Cone Assembly 

 



Figure 2 demonstrates the technique I used for my 

assemblage. The cone is a model rocket nose cone made 

of balsa wood.  I initially tried to use a solid wood cone 

but it was not possible to drive the tiny nails into the 

wood.  I soaked the balsa cone with wood hardener to 

insure that the nails would hold. The cone was securely 

attached to a piece of wood by a large screw through the 

wood base. The wood base also provides a flat surface that 

will force the roots to grow sideways instead of down.  

This will insure that the newly fused trees will have 

strong, evenly spaced roots and will require no drastic 

root work when the fusion is done. 

 

 
In Figure 3 you can see the way the seedlings must 

be trimmed.  All roots on one side of the seedling must 

be trimmed away so that the seedling will fit snugly 

against the cone. 

 
   Figure 4.  Attaching the seedlings to the cone. 
Figure 4 shows the assembly of the fusion.  I used 

very small nails that were hammered through the 

seedlings and into the balsa cone.  I kept the whole board 

immersed in water during the assembly to insure that the 

roots would not dry out.   The bricks kept it from floating. 

 

 

 
 

The final photo (Figure 5.) shows the completed fusion.  

The entire thing was tightly wrapped with green 

gardening tape.  This will help hold the seedlings firmly 

against the cone and each other.  As the seedlings grow 

the trunks will expand forcing them to fuse.  The whole 

thing was then buried in a pot.  If all goes well in as little 

as two years I will have a thick trunked shohin.  A single 

leader will eventually be selected and the others cut off.  I 

will give an update next year on how well the experiment 

is progressing. 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum  mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Cora Wade 

cdwade3@gmail.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    eflather@sbcglobal.net 
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